THEIR  PERSEVERANCE.                     149

persons capable of bearing arms, with a few .women
and children, together with Mr. Wiltberger, the
Society's assistant agent, remained to combat the
difficulties of their situation; thus nobly affording a
pledge to find for themselves and their brethren a
present home, and for the oppressed African, or
the captured slave, a safe asylum on this once
hostile coast.

The settled rains of the season now set in with
unusual violence, and the struggles and hardships
endured by this little band cannot be easily ima-
gined. However, so great was their persevering
industry, that before the first of May several
dwelling-houses had been rendered habitable, with
a small frame-house for the Agent; and a store-
house sufficient for their purposes had been con-
structed of servicable materials.

In the beginning of July the colonists completed
their removal from the island, each took possession
of the humble dwelling that was henceforth to
constitute his home. The Agents had meanwhile
both sailed for the United States, leaving the set-
tlement under the management of one of the
emigrants (Elijah Johnson of New York), who
acquitted himself so much to the satisfaction of the
settlers that he now enjoys one of the most respect-
able situations in the municipal government, con-
ferred upon him by the people.

Still the most economical division of their rapidly
diminishing store of provisions, could not enable